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ACCC to monitor new Tax System

The Hire Association has received the following letter from the Australian Competition & Consumer
Commission with regards to the monitoring of retail prices under the new GST system.

It should be read and inwardly digested.

HOY Re: Retail price collections to monitor the impact of The New Tax System i

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission has been given special powers to monitor the
impact of the introduction of the The New Tax System on prices of goods and services for the transition
period from 9 July 1999 to 30 June 2002. The new Taxation System changes include the abolition of the
Wholesale Sales Tax (WST) and other taxes and the introduction of a Goods and Services Tax (GST) . The
objective of the monitoring is to ensure that consumers fully benefit from reductions in the indirect tax
rate, or are not exposed to greater than necessary price rises, according to the change in indirect tax.

As part of is monitoring regime the Commission has engaged two business information firms, Informed
Sources Pty Ltd and Retail Facts to physically collect price information on a wide range of goods and
services across Australia. A broad spread of retail outlets will be surveyed in these collections. Collections
have commenced and will occur periodically until June 2002.Therefore it is highly likely that a collector
will at least some members of your Association on more than one occasion. The Commission seeks your
Associations assistance by advising members of the conduct of these price collections. The cooperation of
your members on such occasions would be appreciated by the Commission and will greatly assist in the
efficient collection of price data necessary for price monitoring.

Price Collectors are instructed to undertake their task courteously and in a manner that does no disrupt
the conduct of retail businesses. Collectors are predominately recording prices on display, so the time
directly required of store management generally should not extend to a few minutes beyond that necessary
for the Collector to initially introduce him/herself and establish the genuineness of his/her identity and
purpose. Price Collectors will show to store management:

. identification establishing that they are working for one of the companies referred to above;
. a letter of introduction from ACCC outlining the purpose of the visit to the store;

and
. if requested, an explanatory note from the retailer providing more information and list

ACCC con tact points for further queries.
Further information regarding the ACCC’s role in relation to The New Tax System may be obtained by

visiting the ACCC’s website at www.accc.gov.au. Specific queries about price monitoring may be directed
to Mr. Rod Overall, GST Operations, at the Commissioners Melbourne Office on (03) 9290 1975

This is all fairly straight forward but please contact the Association office Tel: (02) 9970 8756 if there
are concerns or the ACCC‘s Representative visits your business.

P.O.Box 50 Elanora Heights, NSW 2101 Tel: (02) 9970 8756 Fax: (02) 9970 8759
Mobile: 0417 212 627 Email: safeaccess@msn.com.au
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Upcoming Events

AMERICAN RENTAL ASSOCITATION
ARA (2000)
44th Annual Convention and Rental Trade Show
14-17 February 2000
Anaheim, California, US
Tel: +1 309 764 2475
Fax: + 1 309 764 1633

SED 2000

Site Equipment Demonstration
6 - 8 June, Milton Keynes U.K.
Tel: + 44 (0) 208 652 4810
Fax: + 44 (0) 208 652 4804

HIRE & RENTAL ASSOCIATION OF
AUSTRALIA
National Convention and Trade Show 2000
Jupiters Casino
May 14 - 18
Contact: Sharlene Watson
Tel: (07) 3851 4777
Fax: (07) 3851 4788

NEW ZEALAND HIRE CONFERENCE
Rotorua
June 13 - 15
Contact:
Mark Sinclair
Ph: (09) 575 6645
Fax: (09) 575 6642
Email: canmann@best.net.co.nz

APEX 2000
International Exhibition and Conference
for the Worlds Access Industry
14-16 September 2000 MECC
Maastricht, The Netherlands
Tel: 44 1892 784 088
Fax: 44 1892 784 086

GIVE THEM
WHAT THEY
WANT!

SEWER AND DRAIN
CLEANING EQUIPMENT

proven reliability and

popularity guarantees
ongoing profits!

» Supplied with
sufficient tools and
cables for most drain

= /b2  Clearing jobs.
LIFTING THE LID ON

SEWER TEGHNOLOGY * Fast easy parts
check on return.

TOLL FREE

1800 028 584
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HONDA REDESIGNS AND ADDS TO V-TWIN
GENERAL PURPOSE ENGINE RANGE

Honda Power Equipment has added a powerful new
model to its re-designed overhead value (OHV) V-Twin
GX general purpose engine range.

Available in vertical or horizontal shaft formats, the
V-Twin GX670 engine produces 17.7 kw (24PS) @
3,600 rpm and 50.8 Nm @ 2,500 rpm.

The GX670 is an ideal power source for grain augers
due to its responsive and reliable output.

It can also be used top over applications such as high
pressure cleaners, portable sawmills, stump grinders,
tench diggers, concrete saws, generators, mini bobcats
loaders, GX V-twin engines are also ideal for re-
powering old equipment.

Featuring a new twin-barrel carburettor with an
individual barrel for each cylinder and twin valves to
reduce air-intake resistance, combined with a
diaphragm fuel pump which automatically supplies the
required amount of fuel, the V-Twin GX670 offers
consistently high power output and stable operation.

A forced-air oil cooler that constantly maintains
optimum oil temperature ensures consistently smooth,
powerful performance during operation, even for
extended periods.

Durability and performance are also enhanced with
automotive-style lubrication system featuring a high
pressure trochoid pump and cartridge style air filter.

Fuel economy and performance are both promoted
by the advanced combustion chamber design, combined
with efficient air intake and exhaust performance.

Oil circulation and consumption has been improved

Aot S AR T I CRERLCT.

Engine Type

Bore X Stroke

Displacement

Compression Ratio

Maximum Power Output
Recommended Maximum Power
Maximum Torqu

ST

Ignition System T N oe
ACG output )
Decompression -
Aircleaner e

0il Capacity
Fuel Consumption
Dimensions (LXWXH)

Dry Weight

through the use of an advanced breather design and
three piece oil ring.

Engine speed fluctuations caused by varying loads
have been smoothed by the use of a separate shaft .
governor optimised by a needle-bearing supported
output shaft.

Quiet operation has been provided for through:

+  the use of lightweight, durable, heat resistant
resin contracted cam and oil pump gears

*  All-resin Scirocco cooling fan with irregular
pitch blades to minimise fan noise

*  improve crankcase rigidity, durable crankshaft
and an optimised cam shape reducing mechanical noise
and contributing to quieter, smooth, continuous
operation.

Lower vibration operation is provided by the Honda
developed high-strength sintered aluminium connecting
rods, which reduce weight in overlap areas to minimise
vibration caused by cylinder offset.

Ease of starting is ensured through a reliable shift-
type electric starter, operable in extreme cold to -300 C.

The GX V-Twin engines clear both CARB and EPA
emissions regulations courtesy of the high-efficiency
OHV combustion and compact semi-hemispherical
combustion chamber design.

Further information:

Honda Power Equipment- Sales Division
Ph; (03) 9270 1111

or Free Call : 1800 241 173

Specifications

Air - cooled 4- stroke OHV 90° V-twin
77 X 72mm

670cm’

8.3.1

7.7 kW @3.600 rpm

Output 15.8 kW @ 2,500 rpm

50.8 Nm @ 2,500 rpm

Transisterized magneto

Electric

Centrifugal

Dual

Horizontal: 1.9 litres Vertical: 2.5 litres
60g/kWh

Horizontal: 412 x 471 x 457mm
Vertical: 464 x 473 x 449mm
Horizontal : 43kg Vertical: 45kg
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THE HIRE AND RENTAL ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA
NATIONAL CONFERENCE AND EXHIBITION IS BEING HELD FROM
15th — 17th MAY 2000

CONRAD JUPITERS, THE GOLD COAST, QUEENSLAND

A great deal of importance has been placed on this event recognising the challenges that lay ahead

for the future.

The program takes on an exciting, new format providing more interaction for delegates and
suppliers.

We have invited one of our colleagues from the USA to provide us with an insight into what is
happening at an international level.

The field day and yard tours will allow delegates the flexibility to participate in both activities.
Accompanying persons will be able participate in the formal program without compromising their
leisure activities and the social functions have been designed to give everyone the opportunity to
network and enjoy themselves in a relaxed atmosphere.

Registration fees:

Full Delegate before 28th February 2000 $250.00
Full Delegate after 28th February 2000 $300.00
Accompanying Person $250.00
Trade Exhibitor $200.00
Program:

Sunday 14th May

Day at leisure

Golf $65.00 per person
Shopping or enjoying the sun
Trade Exhibitors set up

Free evening

Monday 15th May

Opening Session

Mr Frank Wilson

President of the American Rental Association
Mr Monte Huebsch

Director

AussieWeb Pty Ltd

Opening of Trade Exhibition

Welcome "Qld BBQ" — Conrad Jupiters
Included in registration for Delegates and Accompanying Persons

Tuesday 16th May

Exhibitor's Breakfast

Trade Exhibition
Workshops

Warner Bros. Movie World Theme Park Dinner
$50.00 per person
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to raise fuel from the float chamber into a channel. The fuel
then passes through a calibrated bushing to the upper
section of the the air intake. Here it is mixed with a small
amount of air from a calibrated air bleed, and the emulsified
is then discharged into the airstream from the full full-load
enrichment tube or orifice. In twin venturi carburettors, the
discharge is normally into the secondary venturi.

Choke

Carburation during cold starting and warm up period is
grossly inefficient. A low cranking speed with consequent
low airflow will give poor atomisation. Also, no heat is
present in the inlet manifold or cylinder head to assist in
fuel vapourisation. Much of the fuel condenses on the cold
inlet manifold walls, and the mixture must be greatly
enriched to allow the engine to run properly until it reaches
running temperature. A form of choke or other enrichment
devise is used, which can be manually or automatically
operated. An increase friction in a cold engine demands a
higher idle sped, this speed is known as ‘fast idle’.

A common method of enrichment is to use a strangler
choke flap to completely block the air intake at the top of the
carburettor. The pressure in the venturi i s so great that a
large amount of fuel is discharged from the main and idle
outlets.

Manual choke

The manually-operated choke is worked by a dash-
mounted cable. When the cable is pulled, it operates a lever
that pull the choke flap closed across the air intake. In turn,
a linkage rod opens the throttle into the fast idle position.
Once the engine has stated, the depression partially opens
the choke flap against the action of a spring or diaphragm.
A stop ensures that the choke is only opened a small amount.
During engine warm-up, the cable should be progressively
pushed home until the choke flap is fully open.

Automatic choke

Most so-called automatic chokes are actually of the
semi-automatic variety. A semi-automatic choke requires
priming by the vehicle operator. For starting the engine from
cold, the choke flap and fast idle are set by depressing the
accelerator pedal once or twice. In a fully automatic
environment no actions required other than operating the
ignition switch.

Operation of a automatic choke using a strangler choke
flap is very similar to the basic manual choke described
above, the main difference being the use of a heat sensitive
bi-metal spring or coil to control the choke operating phase.
The swing is constructed of two strips of metal, such as brass
and steel, which expand at different rates. These strips of
metal are laid on top of each other and wound into a coil
spring.

One end of the choke flap spindle projects into the choke
housing, and culminates in a short lever which slots into the
turned- over end of the bi-metal spring. When cold, the
spring will curl up and pull the choke flap into the closed
position. Heating the bi-metal coil causes it to uncoil, and
then the choke flap is slowly opened.

Once the engine has fired, the choke flap must open
slightly, to weaken the mixture and avoid flooding. During

.

the initial idle and light throttle operation, this is achieved
by using manifold vacuum to actuate a pull down
diaphragm. A linkage attached to the diaphragm will then act
upon the choke flap. Once the bi -metal has warmed
sufficiently to partially open the flap, the pull down
operation becomes largely irrelevant.

Fast idle is achieved with the aid of a stepped or small
cam attached to the choke spindle. When the choke flap is
pulled into the closed position, the cam indexes around,
placing its highest step against an adjustable screw
connected to the throttle lever mechanism and butting
against the cam. The throttle plate is held further open than
normal, and the adjustable screw can be used to vary the
throttle position (and therefore the fast idle speed). As the bi-
metal coil is heated and the choke flap opens, the screw will
rest on successively less -stepped or less - curved parts of
the cam. Idle speed is thus progressively reduced, until
ultimately the cam is released and the idle speed returns to
normal.

Heating of the coil may be by an electrical supply, or by
coolant from the engine cooling system. .

Where an electrical supply is used, the choke will open
fairly quickly, and this may cause engine hesitation during
warm-up. The bi-metal coil may cool quickly after engine
switch- off, closing the choke completely and leading to
poor starting with a hot engine . Should the engine be
inadvertently left with the ignition switched ‘on’, the choke
will remain fully open,causing poor starting with a cold
engine.

Where a coolant - heated bi-metal coil is used, the
problems are reversed and the choke will remain almost
closed until the coolant becomes hot enough to heat the bi-
metal coil. This may initially cause rich operation for the first
few minutes after a cold start.To overcome those
shortcomings, some applications may use a combination of
these (and other) methods to operate the automatic choke.

Generally, on most modern Weber twin carburettors, a
single choke flap closes off the primary air intake. On earlier
carburettors, a choke flap was utilised in both primary and
secondary air intakes.

Wide-open kick

If the throttle is fully opened shortly after a cold start,
the pull-down vacuum will collapse, causing the choke flap
to close. This may cause flooding and to prevent this, a wide
open kick mechanism is employed. when the throttle is fully
opened , a cam on the throttle lever will rotate the choke
lever to partially open the the choke flap. i
Air filter

The air filter fulfils two functions. It provides a silencer
of induction noise , but more importantly, it allows the
supply of clean air to the engines.Dust and dirt in the
incoming air would cause excessive engine wear, and will
quickly contaminate engine oil. a clean air filter is a pre-
requisite to good engine operation.

Peter Armstrong
National Hire
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